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Important Announcement concerning our 2020 EPGSA Convention

Dear Fellow Servants:
 
Thank you for your patience and service during these challenging times for our
communities. You steadfast dedication and leadership has enabled the Area Committee to
operate with minimal disruption during this COVID-19 pandemic. I am deeply grateful to
serve our marvelous Fellowship with you.
 
It is my duty to announce the recent decision by the Convention Committee to host
an on-line EPGSA Convention in 2020 in the place of an in-person gathering. We will
be communicating more details as they are clarified over the coming weeks.
 
At our June, 2020 Quarterly business meeting many DCMs shared significant concerns
about hosting an in-person Eastern PA General Service Assembly and Convention this
November. The outcome was to leave the decision in the Convention Committee where the
most detailed information and contracting authority has already been delegated by our
structure.
 
The Convention Committee subsequently (unanimously) voted to review the contract
options and penalties with our hotel partner management, with a perspective for "rolling"
the current contract to 2021. After our Convention Committee contract managers
communicated our concerns with hotel management, they decided the option to roll the
contract to 2021 is viable and there would be no penalties to forgo the 2020 convention at

the hotel. As a result, the Convention Committee met via Zoom on July 9th and voted
(unanimously) to host our 2020 EPGSA Convention in an on-line format. Those who have
registered so far will be fully refunded.
 

https://mailchi.mp/30727d41e5ca/area-59-service-assembly-november-1-3-registration-now-open-3973269?e=90ff182e75
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Please know that we have been preparing for the possibility of an on-line election
assembly since early February through the Virtual Election Delegate's Advisory Team
(VEDAT). The progress has been outstanding and we are confident that an on-line election
can be conducted within our Traditions and Concepts. The techniques and technology

have been used successfully at the 70th General Service Conference. Our VEDAT group
has been in touch with all resources from the GSC Tech leader and Zoom account
manager to prepare for this alternative. All voting members, if they desire, will have the
opportunity to get training and assistance in order to participate.
 
While these methods of conducting our service business and elections are not ideal, the
public health considerations during the spread of COVID-19 leave no easy choice. It would
be exclusionary to require GSRs and Assembly Members to gather in person in order to
represent their groups. Persons who are over 65 years of age and those with underlying
health considerations might be excluded and thus, their group's voice would be excluded.
 In addition, many groups are reporting financial difficulties during the pandemic so that it
would be impossible to pay for their GSR's way. This situation would be contradictory to
Concept XII where we are called to act in a democratic fashion.
 
So, I am asking for your full support in Unity to help get the word out and make our 2020
EPGSA Convention a success.  Please watch www.area59aa.org for updates and we will
be communicating via all means in the coming weeks. If you have questions, please
contact me at delegate@area59aa.org or , our Convention Chairperson, Paul M.,
convention@area59aa.org.
 
In Fellowship & Service,
 
Ken D.
Delegate, Area 59
(610) 368-8266

You are receiving this email because your email address is listed as a General Service Representative

(GSR) or Member willing to receive communications from our Fellowship. Our goal is to communicate

more efficiently and effectively with groups across Eastern Pennsylvania. So we hope this is something

you and your group find helpful to connect with the rest of A.A. General Service. You may choose to opt

out of future communications – see the bottom of the email to unsubscribe. We hope you choose to

receive future communications. If you have any feedback about our email communication or Area 59

website, please contact publicinfo@area59aa.org.
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Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

By unsubscribing from this list, you will remain a contact in GSO's database of GSRs and group contacts and/or in
Area 59's service roster, unless you also contact the Area Registrar at officer-at-large@area59aa.org to request a
change. Thank you for your service!
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